ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE OF THE COURTS

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and with the advice and consent of the
Administrative Board of the Courts, I hereby amend Rule 3(a) of section 202.70(g) of the
Uniform Rules for the Supreme and County Courts (Rules of Practice for the Commercial
Division), effective December 20, 2021, to read as follows (new material underlined, deletions in
strikethrough):

Rule 3. Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR); Settlement Conference Before a
Justice Other Than the Justice Assigned to the Case.

(a) At any stage of the matter, the court may direct or counsel may seek the
appointment of an uncompensated mediator or neutral evaluator for the purpose
of mediatinghelping to achieve a resolution of all or some of the issues presented
in the litigation. Counsel are encouraged to work together to select a mediator or
neutral evaluator that is mutually acceptable and may wish to consult any list of
approved neutrals in the county where the case is pending. Additionally, counsel
for all parties may stipulate to having the case determined by a summary jury trial
pursuant to any applicable local rules or, in the absence of a controlling local rule,
with permission of the court.
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